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| RSTARLISHING FLYING RECORDS AT FORT SIKPSON.
By ¥.C.Jagkson, 2.0 Qlpemsf Q3L

Being & new-comar in the Horth Country I oannot compets with the fine
*Dog Eeocords®™ that bave appears# in the "EEAVER" From time to time,
but I wil 5y to ocontribute scmething new in the way of *"Flying Reoorda®.
Imagine:my surprise on arriving beck at Vort S8impson on the
=R evening of “Thurediy] kereh u’:’?ﬁﬂﬁ Mr. P H0vawEll] who' had beeh on
&n Ipspeotion Trip.te the Company's posts at Forte wrigley, Horman,
and Good Hope, ilf' no'-éhn meroplanes of the monoplane type "sitting®
in the field behind the Folioe Barracks. In ;I.‘Il.'lnt-=I at firet I thought
that my eyes must be deoeiving me, for I had been thinking during the
last few days of the trip, what a much mors comfortable mode of travel
flying would be,cempared with "mushing® along behind . a team of fast
Hudson's Bay degs. Buf nn] It was no pipe dremm, fof on the folldwing
day I went along to investigate, and thare they were, two squat,
powerful, ocompact, little*buses®, ocapable of flying at an average spedd
afyningty-miles per hour, oarrying a ton of freight, with seats for

o a SR il
& pilos and & oayigator, and a little cabin behind for four passengers,

; The machines are quite & nev departure in the commeroisl
up-,hl.n: of all metal construotion, sxcepting the landing skis and
the propeller of black walnut. %They are the property of the Imperial
0il .Gompany, and were on their way to the "0il Fleld® below Horman.

(> The Scmbined .orews consisted of five menyand they had with them
Bargt.H,Thorne, who was returning from Edmonton after taking out an
indisn from Fort m'l'.idﬂ:::: :Lfi-‘:ﬂ with musder, Sergt. Thorne

" took ‘eight weeks on bis trip.out with dogs, and made the return journey
in ejght hours motual flying time, That is the first of the records
Lant peare made; - Bight eurs fwavel foou ieace River to-Foxl Slmpeen., -

One of thmn in landing had the great misfortune to
break a propaller, owing to one 4he akiy glving way under the strain

Ar. dir Pociak iwm

of landing mﬁ:‘ soft snow bank, As no spare propellars wers carried,

this dooked 'a ¥Yery sarious ‘obstacle at first, but Capt.G.W.Gorman, who

is in oharge, nothing daunted, began to oast around for ways and means
T
. v of manufacturing & new "prop®, and arrenged {ha the other "plane $e Shedd
‘. progesd to Yort Norman, s de=n as bescible —TFort Mm"wm'w%%

lom! to make a propeller is by no means an SARy upintinlj_,

-wosemmrE .. y
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JFhen you are planted down in a place some eight uukl'd-.n}r. journey from

the nearest rail-head, and within a few degrees of the Arctic Circle.
The broken propeller was made by an Ohic firm, Hartzell's, and was
built up of nine pieces of black walnut, glusd together in a block,
nine feet long by twelve inches wide nn&g_right inohes thick; out to
shape by the most agourate of machinery, finighed off by highly trained
de-*ln."rklrl, and tfpp-d with Enpplr. ,

what a gontrast!. The materials at hand at Fort Simpson were
a few 0ld dog-sleigh boards, some raw moose-hide,which could be boiled dyf
down for glue, - gopp-r tips were not to be thought of.

Nﬁ;:m“n, enginesr ;_ILn the Company's service, undtrt.n:k to make the
propellor, along with EL.LHMI.. one of the flying party.

The tools they had to work with were & few lt--ﬁfkﬂjﬁlmpl for the .g:lui -
=ing process, a ship's adze, auger, hammer and ghisel, nxes, and draw-
=knives,. Well! The chances of turning out a propeller of modern
design, capable of standing the strain of 1500 revolutions per minute
from & hundred-and-eighty horse-power motor, and of driving a mhiq-
of & total weight of about two tons through the air at & speed of

ninety miles an hour, looked pretty slim; but the work wemi- was started
on the auspicious date of April lst. in the Koman Catholic Mission's
work=shop .

I might pause here to mention Lie effect that ihe Arrival
of the machines had on the Indiana. They were firsl startled by the
dull droning of the engines goming from awny up in the siles, nnd
wondered what huge birde could be coming morth Agmin At sucli An early
date, and with such A loud rmfnr:m; of wings. Then the cry went up.

" Two beeg beeg birds® and following tie natural impulse of the born
hunter, seewesd in they rushed for tielr guna. AS the maghines . Tew
nearer and took on sugch enommous sirze, one or two made for the bush,

and then o woman shrieked, "CH! there is nen in it, dont ashoot"™, Aand

in & motherly way held oul her arms to catch the falling airzen,

J Those of tne natives who did not see the macgnines arrive, could not

be convinced wien tiey saw them on the pround, testing out the engines,

toat they would 11y,
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® ¥hyl They sajd, their -J..h_‘n _'rn:ml;. move®. But Chippy- Comt, our local

R R
dndimn inveniive genjus ensunlly recsnried that he :nulg, mnke one
if tiay gnve him enough tinlﬁj..-r.ﬁ'.._:_q. WM‘H&#M)
srom tids point, bmd luck sccced to dog the airmen’s :‘-n-ntat;f;-l,
or rather thelr pl‘ﬂpﬂ-l%‘fl; et the Indinn explanation waes that

somebody nhnd put "bad medicine” on Lhem,

P ’ ¢t The mecond mioiine with four men in hor, after n few test Tlights
started out for lormnnk on Tuesday. Ohe taxied along the ground for abok
fibout A hundred ynrde nnd began Lo rise g ranedfully when her right ski

dipped , and in the flnsh of An eye the machine was sprend engled
on the snow with A broken undercarrid.e, and Toa! :4. broken propellar.
Fortunildy no one was huri <ssbhe-sidzrbest, ow things 4id look
hopeless, Hut more bonrds , some hewn out with Lhe axe by loonl
Indinne were glued up for n second propellar,

iow listen, nll yef inoredulous ones! on ¥riday April 15th Lhe

&t-}ﬂ_“___.?.ﬁh“ﬂ' E?Ezi_lﬁ" wins given »n thorougn test of three gquarters

s
of an hour Tlying by ¥r, Elnel Vullerton, wmxs whkas the maghines wns

— gl W

. '
put through all Ler stuntag g e second ;.'Inpﬂ'.-.lil' was given a

sliilar test om ° ednesday, \pril Z0th by Capt. Gorman, and now all is

Besply-rendy for Lie return trip to Pence Hiver and amongm other

E—iﬁﬂ."ﬂﬁ#‘-\‘ T - L
Junk, the aviators wiek cirry this Hrtjnlq%gﬂwm:f

d All e ltnq
}:. Ureat credit is sefliected on Lthe workmnnship of Jey Johnson

[Ihl: has nevar before seen an neroplnne of modern design at close
qwll'tlrf;l for 1 think it enn be safely stated thal this accomplishment
ranks hignly with otner regent mirernit records, As being tie Tirst
tinme n p:ﬂp-lllir has been mnde and worked successfully so far from civa-
1lifntion mnd the base of supplies, ?in not, t:.uu'pm'p:" might be

iAbelled, "LADE [N TiIZ BUSH",




